Note for page 6 of Combating Illicit Trade

Requesting an export licence for proof of legitimacy

On page 6 of the guidance, it states that production of an export licence from an object’s country of origin should be considered to be acceptable evidence that the object left its country of origin legally. This is correct.  However, the absence of such a licence is not evidence of illegality in itself. Licences are often required to be handed in to Customs officials when an object leaves its country of origin. In addition, the country of origin might not have been operating an licensing system at the time of export, so documentation may not exist.

