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Public access to museums reduced as cuts continue to bite 

Embargoed until 00:01, Sunday 1 July 2012

The Museums Association’s (MA) 2012 survey into the impact of cuts on museums reveals that almost a quarter of museums have closed all or part of their sites to the public, with services to schools also taking a hammering.

22% of museums responding to the survey have been forced to reduce public access by closing whole sites or parts of sites permanently or temporarily, with services to schools also dramatically reduced, posts made redundant, and opening hours reduced.

Over half (51%) of the 114 museums across the UK that responded to the survey reported a cut in their budget since last year. 

Almost a third of museums (31%) have experienced a cut to their budget of more than 10% and it is this group that has felt the greatest impact:

· 83% of museums faced with cuts of 10% or more have reduced staffing levels

· 49% of museums faced with cuts of 10% or more have introduced or increased charges for school visits

31% of museums have had their budgets cut two years in a row.

Mark Taylor, the Museums Association’s director, said: “As the results of the survey show, funding isn’t getting any better and in many cases it’s getting worse. There’s no prospect of an upturn any time soon. But the survey shows increased determination to improve services. That’s a reflection of the strength and commitment of the museum sector and people who work in it.”

Other results show that museums are increasingly focused on diversifying income streams, with 69% planning to concentrate more on generating income over the next year and 62% increasing their fundraising activity. 

But there are some signs of optimism. 36% of respondents said they expected their quality of service to increase in the coming year, compared to just 13% in the Museums Association’s 2011 survey. 

For more information, contact:
Mark Taylor, director: 07904 950 567

Maurice Davies, head of policy and communications: 07952 101 269

Notes

1 The Museums Association is the only organisation that represents the full range of museums and galleries throughout the United Kingdom and people who work for them.  The MA has over 6,000 institutional and individual members representing all types of museums from the largest nationals to small independents and everything in between. It is a membership organisation, a charity and company limited by guarantee and receives no regular public funding. The MA has an exceptional track record in setting strategic direction for museums and encouraging new thinking and improved practice. www.museumsassociation.org  
2 The survey was undertaken in April and May 2012. 122 individuals responded to the survey, representing 114 museums and/or museum services. The body of respondents is broadly representative of the UK museum sector, with a variety of museums by type and size from all regions of England and from Wales and Scotland.

3 The full survey is available at www.museumsassociation.org/cuts
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