SUSTAINABILITY IN PRACTICE

Museums Association Green case study

STOCKWOOD DISCOVERY CENTRE

Stockwood Discovery Centre at Luton opened in July 2008, incorporating the former Stockwood Park Museum. Environmental sustainability is a key feature of the redevelopment and interpretation at the five-hectare site that includes an 18th-century walled garden and landscaped park.

The visitor centre (by architects Buttress Fuller Alsop Williams) is carefully located and orientated to prevent damage to existing mature trees and make best use of daylight. It incorporates:

· A sedum-covered ‘living’ roof supported on a highly insulated timber-framed structure 

· A boiler for space heating fuelled by wood pellets

· Solar-powered water heating

· Natural lighting and ventilation wherever possible

Other sustainable aspects of the site include:

· New cycle paths through the park using rubble salvaged from local building projects; cycle racks for secure parking, and showers for use by staff who cycle to work

· The relocation of the main entrance to the site to reduce the walking distance to local bus stops

· A policy of selling Fair Trade tea and coffee, free-range meat and, as far as possible, local food in the café – some from the site’s kitchen gardens, and beehives.

The environmental theme is also reflected in interpretation through:

· Information on the design of the new buildings

· Information about the displays, the history of the site, and the plants in the gardens
· Public events and activities for schools aimed at raising awareness of sustainability.

The experience gained in planning and now operating the centre has begun to influence future plans for the service as a whole. Karen Perkins, the interim director of museums says staff have “been doing the usual things to be more environmentally sustainable – such as recycling waste, using energy-efficient light bulbs, and turning off equipment. But the discovery centre has really opened our eyes to what sustainability can mean in a wider sense – social and economic as well as environmental.” 

Plans to build on what has been done so far include:

· Producing an overall sustainability strategy

· Recruiting a rural life curator whose role will also involve championing sustainability within Museums Luton and producing a tool-kit to help other museums adopt sustainable practices

· Working with teachers to revamp programmes and teaching materials for schools to increase the content on sustainability

· Creating more opportunities for people from the local community to contribute to the development of the museum service through volunteering, work experience and training.

Web links:

www.stockwooddiscoverycentre.co.uk
www.bfaw.co.uk
